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‘JHE annexed Whole-Sheet Plate (being the XXXVIth in our 
Magazine of the Roads of England) contains a Survey of the 
Road from Shrewfbury and Chefter through Ellefmere, Wrexham, and 


Mould, to Holywell in Flinthhire. 


Alfo a Survey of the Road from Tinmouth, through Newcattle, 
Ovingham, Hexham, Chapelbourn and Corby, to Caztile in Cum- 


berland. 


With the Road from Welfh Pool, through Llanvair, &c. in the Way 


to Caernaryon. 





For the UntversaAt MAGAZINE. 


The Rife and Progrefs of COMMERCE in England.* 


i is not known at what period the Britan- 

nic iflands were peopled ; and the ori- 
gin of their firft inhabitants is involved in 
obfcurity. All that we learn from thofe 
hiftorical monuments, which are the moft 
worthy of credit, is, that they were fuccef- 
fively frequented by the Pheenicians, the 
Carthaginians, and the Gauls. The tia- 
ders of thefe nations went there to exchange 
earthern vafes, {alt, and inftruments made of 
iron and brafs, for hides, flaves, dogs, and 
tin. But in thefe early times the Bri- 
tons were in the ftate of favages, who are 
equally ignorant of the value of what they 
receive, and of what they part with. 

If we give way to vague {peculation, we 
may fuppofé that iflanders arrive the foonett 
at refinement. The inhabitants of a centi- 
nent can at the fame time fly from danger, 
and find the neceflaries of life. But, in 
iflands, the calamities of war, and of a con- 
fined intercourfe, we fhould imagine, weuld 
almoft conftantly produce a neceility for 
conventions and Jaws. It happens, not- 

’ withftanding, that manners and government 
are there formed flowly, and exift imper- 
fe&tly. Hittory and tradition atteft this fact ; 
and it is particularly applicable to Great 
Britain. 

The dominicn of the Romans in this 
ifland was too much difputed, and lafted not 
long enough, to advance the induftry of the 
inhabitants. Even the fmal! progrefs which, 
during this peried, they had made in civiliza- 
tion and the arts, were annihilated as foon as 
thefe fierce conquerors abandoned them. 
Befides, the fervile {pirit, which the inhabi- 
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tants of the fouthern provinces had cons 
tracted, reflrained them from repelling the 
incurfions of the VPidis, who had faved 
themfelves from the Roman yoke hy re- 
treating to the northern extremities of the 
ifland ; and made them give way to the cb- 
ftinate valour of thofe bands, that came to 
overwhelm them from the moft northern 
quarters of Europe. 

No country efcaped the ravages of the bar- 
barians ; ravages the moft deftructive of 
which hiftory has preferved the remem- 
brance ; but, in Briiain, the calamities that 
were fuffered are inexpreflible. Every year 
its fields were laid waite, the houfes of its 
inhabitants were burned, their wives and 
daughters were ravifhed, the churches were 
{poiled of their ornaments and riches 5 its 
people were maflacred, tortured, or reduced 
to the condition of flaves. When the coun- 
try was deflated, and offered nothing to ex- 
cite the avidity of thefe enemies, they ftill 
contended for its poffeffion. Nation {uc- 
ceeded to nation. The invading hord or 
tribe chaced before them, or exterminated, 
that which had already eftablifhed itfeif. 
A croud of revolutions perpetuated idle- 
nels, miftruft, and mifery. ‘There is reafon 
to think, that, during thef unfortunate times, 
the Britons carried on no trade with the con- 
tinent. Barter, or the exchange of commo- 
cities, became even fo rare ameng them, 
that witneffes were neceilary to give validity 
to the meaneft purchafe. 

Such was the fituation of affairs when 
William the Conqueror fubdued Great 
Britain, a Jittle after the middle of the eles 

venth 


* This valuable paper is tranflated from a work: of great merit, intitled ¢ Hiftoire Phi- 
lofophique et Politique des Ezabiiffemens et du Comimerce des Europcens dans les deux 


Indes,” 








